
Connected Resilience:Atlantic Adaptation 2026

Thursday, May 28, 2026

Time Session Sub-sessions

8:30 AM-
9:00 AM

Opening and Welcome
Honourable Timothy Halman, Timothy Bernard, Sabine Dietz, Stephanie Arnold

9:00 AM-
10:00 AM

The Payoff from Preparing for Climate Change - and the Costs of Inaction
Ryan Ness

10:30 AM-
12:00 PM

Navigating Different Perspectives for Common Goals Through Roleplay
Adrian Prado, Caitlyn Weir, Liane Geis, Sepehr Khosravi, Amanda Marlin, Emily Kennedy, Madison Marshall, 

Umme Kulsum, Anna Stewart, Janelle Frail, Muntaka Siddique

Not Just for the Bees: Using Pollinator Gardens to Support Nature, Climate, and Community Action
Adam Cheeseman

Innovations in Community Adaptation

Using Evidence in Municipal Coastal Adaptation Policy
Design (Alexandre Legault)
Stories of Creative Resilience: Approaches in Capacity-
Restricted Communities (Stephanie Arnold, Trevor Donald)
Committing to Community-led Adaptation Planning
(Brittany Cormier, Janie Brooks, Caitlin McNamara, Kyla
Wilkinson)
From Relationships to Readiness: Municipal–Indigenous
Engagement Strategies for Climate Governance (Margaret
Mizzi)

Provincial Climate Change Risk Assessment
Sponsored by the Government of New Brunswick - Bryan Martin, Kaleigh Holder, Gavin Kennedy

It Seems Counterintuitive, but… Adapting Forests to Global Change Means Cutting Some Trees
Megan de Graaf

A Mi'kmaw Approach to Climate Change
Anik Martin, Jay Denny

Collaboration on Priority Solutions for Areas at Risk of Erosion, Flooding, and Extreme Heat
Marion Tétégan Simon, Shawna O’Flaherty, Néné Oumou Salamata Diallo

1:25 PM-
3:00 PM

Can we Preserve Heritage While Adapting to Climate Change?
Elson Ian Nyl Galang

Getting Climate Services Right: Scope & Scale of Services in Atlantic Canada
Alain Bourque, Heather Morrison, Joel Finnis, Sabine Dietz, Stephanie Arnold

Food Systems in a Changing Climate

Contrôle des Mauvaises Herbes et Résilience
Agroécologique en Contexte de Changement Climatique
(Anne-Marie Laroche, Kevine Ornella Kiampi Tchino) 
Building Resilience in Agriculture Through the Living Lab
Model (Carolyn Marshall)
Integrated Approach to Building Individual, Community,
and Sectoral Resilience on PEI (Meagan Moynagh)
Connecting Climate and Food Systems with Food First NL
(Samantha Young)

Healthy People and Thriving Communities

Hot Classrooms and Cool Solutions (Wyanne Sandler)
Empowering Community Climate Adaptation and
Resilience Through a Youth Climate Corps (Lea Movelle)
Integrating a Health Equity Lens into Municipal Climate
Adaptation Planning and Action (Aynsley Klassen)
Getting to the Roots: Why Addressing Inequities IS
Climate Adaptation (Dana Decent)
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1:25 PM-
3:00 PM

Understanding Nature in Adaptation

Being Changed by Nature (Eric Edward)
Reimagining Nature-based Coastal Adaptation: A Nested
Framework (Kate Sherren)
Adapting to a Changing Fire Regime: Climate Informed
Wildfire Risk Assessment in the Maritimes (Léa Braschi) 
Understanding and Adapting to Climate Change in Coastal
Environments: A Parks Canada Perspective (Stephanie
Barr)

Across the Sectors: A Snapshot of Climate Change Adaptation in Nova Scotia
Andrea Richardson, Brieanna Limkilde, Laura McCardle, Anik Martin, Emily Kennedy, Samantha Peverill

3:25 PM-
5:00 PM

Nature Based Interventions for Community Health and Resilience
Will Brunner

Values and Visions of the Future: Learnings on Adaptation Pathways
Adrian Prado, Danica Van Proosdij, Vincent Leys, Alistair Ozon, Peter Sykes

Citizen Science and Community Climate Awareness
Abirami Ilavajady, Leon Levy, Aidin Talaeizad, Camilo M. Botero, Carolyn Smith

Balancing Priorities in Adaptation

Trouble in the Headwaters: The Power of Forests in
Mitigating Floods, Landslides and Droughts (Daniel Pierce)
Telling The Transition: Futuristic Communities and
Pathways to Resiliency (Kassandra Drodge)
Getting on the same page: Insights from a News Media
Analysis of Managed Retreat in Atlantic Canada (Robin
Willcocks Musselman)
La Gestion Adaptative – Une Partie Intégrale des
Interventions Côtières (Christopher Mea)

Leading with Nature

Peatlands as Powerful Climate Allies: Closing Peatland
Policy Gaps in Atlantic Canada (Victoria Goodday)
Living Shorelines: Learning from Complexity and
Simplicity in Coastal Adaptation (Rosmarie Lohnes)
Multispecies Perspectives in the Wash Brook Riparian
Adaptation Project (Jen Cooper, Kathleen Aikens)

Innovations in Adaptation - Data, 
Technology, and Approaches

Coastal Development Trajectories and Government
Maladaptation: Analyzing Building Trends in Nova Scotia
(Athena Iraji)
More Than Data: Lessons for Climate Services from
Fisheries-oriented Weather Service Innovations (Joel
Finnis)
Using Drone-based Technology to Monitor and Quantify
Erosion in River Systems (Lauren Douglas)

Reimagining Dykeland Resilience in a Changing Climate
Danika Van Proosdij, Umme Kulsum, Nancy Anningson

Empowering Nova Scotian Communities to Take on Climate Challenges
Rachel Mitchell
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